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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

In response to the Amendment filed 1 1/10/05, Claims 5-35 are pending. Claims 1-4 are 
cancelled. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
1 1/10/05 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Freeman in view of Greaves et al. (US 6,195,687) and Berger et al. (US 6,196,846). 



Application/Control Number: 09/540,401 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3715 

The rejection from the previous office action is maintained and is incorporated 
herein by reference. 

1. [Claims 5,16,26]: Regarding Claims 5, 16, and 26, Freeman discloses at least 
one client that provides control data from at least one of the plurality of clients, the 
control data associated with tasks to be performed for a training exercise. See Col.2: 
63-Col.3: 3. Freeman discloses a device management system that provides low-level 
commands (i.e. assembly or machine language) for the electronic training devices (e.g. 
online modules, chat sessions, conferences, course content, TV WEB browsers, WEB 
access device, workstations, etc.) based on the control data from the at least one client 
to implement functions that change a configuration of the electronic devices. See Col. 5: 
42-61, Col.6: 25-34, Col. 9: 19-24. Freeman discloses a control system (i.e. server) 
configured to access a first set of two or more of the electronic training devices based 
upon one or more requirements of the training exercise, the control system manipulating 
the first set of the electronic training devices according to the control data using the low- 
level commands provided by the device management system to perform portions of the 
training exercise. See Col. 5: 42-61 and Col.6: 25-34. Examples of requirements are 
adherence to a protocol such as the Internet protocol and the capability of conducting 
training exercises off-line. 

In response to Applicant's amendments and remarks filed 1 1/10/05 pertaining to 
Freeman, Examiner maintains that Freeman discloses a device management system 
(i.e., a learning engine, software) that initiates communication with the electronic 
training devices and provides low-level commands to the electronic training devices 
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based on the control data to implement functions that change a configuration of the 
electronic training devices, wherein the changed configuration results in an actual 
manipulation of fundamental operations of the electronic training devices that the 
electronic training devices are originally configured to perform (e.g., directing a learner 
to a resource that would otherwise remain unaccessed). See CoL7: 31-50. 

Freeman does not disclose expressly wherein the changed configuration (e.g. 
slave node device used as a teaching aid during a classroom session or a test 
administering element) results in manipulating fundamental operations of the electronic 
training devices that the electronic training devices are originally configured to perform 
(i.e. state of control predefined (by the system)). However Greaves teaches such in 
Col. 2: 15-36 and 3: 22-35. Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the aforementioned limitation 
into the method and system of Freeman, in light of the teaching of Greaves, in order to 
enable custom configuration of slave devices for a particular teaching environment. 

In the previous office action, it was the Examiner's position that Freeman in 
combination with Greaves discloses and suggests control data comprising at least one 
task to be performed by electronic training devices where the at least one task 
comprises execution of at least a portion of a training exercise and providing low level 
commands based on the control data to implement functions that change a 
configuration of the electronic devices where the changed configuration results in 
manipulating fundamental operations of the electronic training devices that the training 
electronic devices are originally configured to perform. 
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Examiner agrees that the time/locale control criteria in Greaves are not tasks to 
be performed by the slave node devices. However, the slave node devices in Greaves 
perform system-level and application-level operations such as teaching aid or a test 
administering element. See Col.2: 1-7. 

Freeman does not disclose expressly a mentor system (i.e., agent workstation) 
that monitors the control data from the client, wherein the mentor system can control the 
control data from the at least one client. However, Berger teaches such in Col.2: 26-43. 
Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to incorporate a mentor system that monitors the control data from the 
client, wherein the mentor system can control the control data from the at least one 
client into the method and system of Freeman, in light of the teaching of Berger, in order 
to enable a mentor to reinforce verbal instructions provided over the voice network with 
visual instructions provided over the data network and to provide context-sensitive and 
user-specific training. 

2. [Claims 6, 17, 27]: Regarding Claims 6,17, and 27, Freeman discloses wherein 
the control system is further configured to access a second set (e.g. online experts, 
online textbooks) of one or more electronic training devices based upon the 
requirements of the training exercise, the control system manipulating the first set and 
the second set of the electronic training devices for the training exercise. See Col. 6: 25- 
34. 

3. [Claims 7,18,28]: Regarding Claims 7,18, and 28, Freeman does not disclose 
expressly wherein the control system comprises a resource control system (i.e., the 
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service) receives overhead information from a server (i.e., master node element), the 
overhead information representing a generic set of commands (i.e., instructions to the 
service) to control the first set of electronic devices for the training exercise, the 
resource control system interpreting the overhead information to manipulate at least one 
of a first type (e.g., slave nodes that are assigned to the master node for the duration of 
a specific time period) and a second type of electronic training devices (e.g., slave 
nodes that are located in a set of physical locations controlled by the master node) the 
first set. However, Greaves teaches such in CoL2: 1-19. Therefore, at the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the 
aforementioned limitation into the method and system of Freeman, in light of the 
Greaves, in order to enable electronic devices to be configured for specific applications 
or environments. 

4. [Claims 8-9, 19-20, 29-30]: Regarding Claims 8-9,19-20, and 29-30, Freeman 
discloses wherein the at least one client comprises a computer device and wherein the 
first set or a second set of the electronic training devices comprise computer network 
components. See Col. 5: 51-57. 

5. [Claims 1 0, 21 ,31 ]: Regarding Claims 1 0,21 , and 31 , Freeman discloses wherein 
the first set or a second set of the electronic training devices execute at least one 
instruction in the control data. See Col. 5: 38-39. 

6. [Claims 1 1 , 22,32]: Regarding Claims 1 1 ,22, and 32, Freeman discloses wherein 
the first or the second set of the electronic training devices provide one or more results 
(e.g. course content) of the at least one instruction execution back to the at least one 
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client through the interface system, the interface system translating the results from a 
first format understood by the at least one client, the communication system transmitting 
the translated results back to the at least one client. See Col. 5: 42-50. 

7. [Claims 12, 23,33]: Regarding Claims 12,23, and 33, Freeman discloses wherein 
the communication system authorizes and provides the at least one client with access 
to the first set or a second set of the electronic training devices. See Col. 6: 25-34. 
Authorization of the client is considered to be an inherent feature of Freeman's 
invention. 

8. [Claim 13]: Regarding Claim 13, Freeman discloses wherein the communication 
system is operatively coupled to the at least one client by a network. See Col.5: 1-4. 

9. [Claims 14,24,34]: Regarding Claims 14,24, and 34, Freeman discloses wherein 
the interface system translates the control data from a first format understood by the at 
least one client to a second format understood by a first set or a second set of the 
electronic training devices. See Col.5: 10-17. 

10. [Claims 15, 25,35]: Regarding Claims 15,25, and 35, Freeman discloses an 
infrastructure control system (i.e. operating system) that communicates with the control 
system (i.e. host system) to enable a second set of the electronic training devices to be 
used with the first set for the training exercise. See Col.4: 33-51 . 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/10/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. See rejection above. 

All claims are drawn to the same invention claimed in the application prior to the 
entry of the submission under 37 CFR 1.114 and could have been finally rejected on the 
grounds and art of record in the next Office action if they had been entered in the 
application prior to entry under 37 CFR 1.114. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE 
FINAL even though it is a first action after the filing of a request for continued 
examination and the submission under 37 CFR 1.114. See MPEP § 706.07(b). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chanda L. Harris whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4448. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:30am-4:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on 571-272-6788. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Chanda L. Harris 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3715 



